B Prodwd of aur mam - Connar, 11, and Owaen, five, with Charmaine who is tradning as

& plumber in her spare tima
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Charmaine

is getting
stuck into

By CLAIRE BORLEY

clalne_boabeyage . com

S i she hasn't got
enough o do
being o mum and
halding down an
office job, Char-
malne Warman has docld
e to take her life in 4 com-
pletely different direction.

The 3 of Heourmne-
maouth Park Rosd, Southend
18 tradning Ior B W CRresr, s
a plumbser.

Sho ks provimg you can do it
all s sho losoks after hor (wo
ROTIA INE WOIRE aF AR aErmnm
assiatnnt four days & wook
Ing
it hiwe mods ke
bl for Charmaine tho
n b pelrain has boon
186 (yFnaroind ghs nesdsd

“I've boen In my ourment
job for 16 years apd pof
divorced last year, which wns
& complede 1 changs, &0 1
okt | poeded 1o S sommetRing
e, ” dhé explalind

1 just fancied & changs, bt
néver really know what |
wanted (o do”

Inspiration cams thanks (o
sames hame bm provemsents

“In dnnUAry SO
1o da our hathmood
arsd | thoaght, 'l can do that',”
recalls Charmaine

She deckded ix look Into
iralning as & plumboer and
cwmn across the website for
Now Careor SkKis, which
srw trakning for adialts wha
want to make a change and
pot inls the construction
Industry

Charmaine says: ~Becauso
1w st chibdren and [ work, [
middcdngd samothying that would
it in with my apare time.

"Doing home study with
Now Career Skills maant 1
wis nble to keep working in
my current job whibe rain

a hew job

|

Single mum-of-two proves it |
is never too late to change
your career as she begins
training to become a plumber

inge It da the beaf opiion for
me because i means | can 4
my wtudios in aroand leaking
aftor the boys and working.
"Sormetimes 1 fisd m

remiling while I'm cooking
thedr dinmer and then when
they go to bad I'll do & bl

.

Charmalne slartsd her Clty
and Gullds qualification n
Jumee and haped 1o findsh by
next summer and po stralght
im0 plumbing

Sho anya: “Im my oplnlon
thera's a gap in the marks for
femabe plumbers because |

My advice to
anyone, male or
female, who
wants to take a
naw path is just
go for it

think o bot of womsen would
feal mare combforiable with a
female plumbor urning up
on thedr doorstep, rather than
& man

' something e thought
of & n mam, &0 Dm hoping |
cam 11l that gap. | think more
al more women are getting
inin the irnde ton™

Although friends and fnrmd
Iy have been supportise, oth
ers huvo been & bl more chal
lomging

Charmaine exploing: “I've
had mixed resctions amd
mlthaough somé olidar men
howe galil they don't think 1

can do |, Younger men and
WOETMET AT mare poaitive.”
Charmaine relishes the
opporiunity to puah lhersalf
and aehbove somsothing new
“T'm just one of those ped
ple who cant standd arcound
and da ?ﬂll‘llkl'l.l.." l!_lwmh'llllm

waork well under preasure,”
And gho |4 Khen 10 et ol
ers 10 follow in her stesl too
cappid footprinta
"My advios to arnyons, male
ar female, who wanis totaken
new path b juEl o go for i
“Think pesithve amd ms long
wi wou have the right frnme of
mind there's nathing that can
stop vou,” sl inaisis
Managing director of Mow
Career Skills, Trevor Dor
maedy bBacks Charmainss
dhrberm mation
“1 agree  wholehoartedly
with Charmalne and applasd)
her motivatbon and dedica
iog,” hiv

Ry

e dave of eqgual
apportunities, diversiny
chdcn, thore |8 overy 5
for & woman o henve & falfill
lag and Inleresting career os
o plhrmsbor

The majorkty of the poople
Wi B hore At New Candes
Bkills come o as for X 1h ey |
whers they mre in control

“When vou epand 5o mauch
timo &l work you might as
well enjoy what you do!™

For more information on
Now Chareer Skills co
viglt  wwewonewearsarakills,
[T




